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Anti-Japanese agitations during the Brazilian Constitutional Assembly of 1933-1934: 
perception and reaction of the Japanese diplomatic services
Yuko Namura and Anthony do Nascimento
 Japanese emigration to Brazil began in 1908 when 781 contracted farmers arrived at the port 
of Santos in the state of São Paulo, and particularly flourished during the 1920s and the 1930s, as 
ninety percent of the Japanese who immigrated to South America settled in Brazil.  However, as 
nationalism was also on the rise in Brazil, the immigration environment for the Japanese began to 
deteriorate.  Indeed, after being initially welcomed, for the next two decades, Japanese immigrants 
began to encounter increasing resentment in Brazil; starting with the introduction of a bill in 1923 
that aimed to limit Japanese immigration based on racial discrimination.  Such legislation continued, 
and later resulted in the adoption of quotas on foreign immigration as specified in the new Brazilian 
Constitution of 1934.  These quotas were passed due to the onset of an anti-Japanese agitation led 
by physician and Deputy Miguel Couto, who proposed the law.  By shedding light on the adoption 
process of a restriction law on foreign immigration that took place during the Constitutional 
Assembly of 1933-1934, this paper aims at analyzing the realization of those anti-Japanese agitations 
by Japanese diplomats, and their efforts to prevent the incorporation of any article that would put a 
ban on Japanese immigration only in the Brazilian Constitution of 1934.
